
Chancellor’s TO THE 
BOARD OF

REGENTS

Dear Board of Regents,

More than 2,500 students, parents, faculty, and 
staff turned out for  Freshman Convocation 
and Campus Kick-Off on August 25. Keynote 
speaker, Dr. Yoky Matsuoka provided inspira-
tion and advice, telling incoming freshmen 
to think of their lives as a book, the earliest 
chapters of which are written by their parents. 
College, she said, is a place where they have 
an opportunity to write their own chapters.

Going live this fall, supporting student suc-
cess, are faculty alerts warning of students 
falling behind for all 100–level Anchorage 
campus courses. We’re offering workshops 
on study skills, career clusters, safety, making 
degree plans and protecting GPA, throughout 
the year. Newly reconfigured space for UAA’s 
Military and Veteran Resource Center opens 
in September on the first floor of the Student 
Union. 

We welcome our new dean of the College 
of Arts and Sciences, John Stalvey, and new 
WWAMI director Jane Shelby. 
I’d also like to thank our strong 
interim provost and deans 
as we continue to conduct 
nationwide searches for the 
School of Engineering, College 
of Education, College of Health 
and provost.

Faculty, staff and students are 
doing a dynamite job of responding to this 
busy and exciting time of year. UAA is off to a 
great start for 2012-2013.

Best Regards,

Tom Case, Chancellor

UAA Campus Kick-Off day crowd was full of eager new students. 

10th Annual Campus Kick-Off statistics:
•	 951	meals	were	served	by	the	Men’s	&	Women’s	Basketball	teams
•	 36	gallons	of	ice	cream	were	scooped	by	Student	Activities	and	VIPs	
•	 300	hot	dogs	were	served	at	the	“Avengers”	movie
•	 730	people	attended	the	Concert	Board	comedy	show	
•	 250	people	attended	the	volleyball	game	

“HOWL DAYS”—More than 830 freshmen and 204 
parents and guests attended “Howl Days” prior to Convoca-
tion. The full day campus orientation includes information 
on advising, financial aid, commuter services, UA Scholars, 
transition to college life, resident life, university housing, 

transportation options, student health, campus life, 
student support services and more. Students are 
continuing to participate in our online Virtual Orien-
tation. 

Dewain Lee, dean of students and associate vice 
chancellor for Student Development, is newly  
elected to the Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi’s 
chapter relations committee as western region-
al vice president and to the society’s national 
board of directors as regional 
vice president. Phi Kappa Phi is 
the nation’s oldest and most se-
lective collegiate honor society 
for all academic disciplines.
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We’ve had two Fulbrights this year, 
bringing the total to seven in the 
last eight years and five Truman 
scholars in the last seven years.

UAA Professor of Art Kat Tomka 
received a Rasmuson Foundation 
Artist Fellowship Award this sum-
mer. Kat’s $12,000 award in the 
mature artist category will help her 
prepare new work and develop a 
website. You can see a past exhibit 
of hers, “Breakup,” on the Alaska 
State Museum website.

A provisional patent was filed for 
UAA Professor LeeAnn Munk’s cop-
per isotope application which is of 
interest to the mining industry. 

UAA moving forward
Research, Innovation and Commercialization:
UAA	created	and	registered	Seawolf	Holdings,	Inc.	and	its	subsidiary	Seawolf	Venture	Fund	LP	that	will	provide	early	stage	
investment	for	startups	and	support	our	entrepreneurial	and	innovation	research	focus.
The	National	Science	Foundation	awarded	$20M	to	the	“Alaska	Adapting	to	Changing	Environments	(ACE)”	collaborative	
project	between	UAA,	UAF	and	UAS.	Lilian	Alessa,	professor	of	biology	and	director	of	the	UAA	Resilience	and	Adaptive	
Management	Group,	is	co-principal	director	with	UAF	professor	Peter	Schweitzer	and	UAS	associate	professor	Sanjay	Pyare.
The	first	analysis	of	the	economic	effects	of	invasive	species	in	Alaska	finds	that	governments	and	nonprofit	groups	
spent about	$29	million	from	2007	to	2011,	or	nearly	$6	million	a	year,	to	manage	those	species. Tobias Schwörer	of	UAA’s	
Institute	of	Social	and	Economic	Research	(ISER)	and	Rebekka	Federer	and	Howard	Ferren	of	the	Alaska	SeaLife	Center	did	
the	analysis	funded	by	several	federal	and	state	agencies.

Alumni leadership: 
Carol	Wren	(M.S.	Vocational	Education	‘10)	is	keynote	speaker	at	Alaska	Federation	of	Natives	Convention.	An	Alaska	Native	
of	Inupiaq	heritage,	Carol	is	the	director	of	Employment	and	Training	Services	at	Cook	Inlet	Tribal	Council. 

Program success:
The	Paralegal	Studies	Certificate	Program	at	the	Justice	Center	celebrated	its	20th	anniversary	this	summer.	The	Paralegal	
Studies	programs	at	UAA	and	UAF	are	the	only	American	Bar	approved	programs	in	Alaska.
UAA	Japan	Center	and	Montgomery	Dickson	Memorial	Project	funded	by	the	Japan	Foundation	Center	for	Global	
Partnership,	held	its	inaugural	summer	institute	and	continues	programming	throughout	2012-2013.	
2011-2012	UAA	Honors	College	Office	of	Undergraduate	Research	awarded	students	59	awards	totaling	more	than	
$126,000.	This	is	more	than	65	percent	over	last	year’s	total	number	of	students	and	amount	awarded.
UAA	adds	men’s	and	women’s	Indoor	Track	&	Field	this	year.	

Personnel: 
Chris	Mizelle,	director	of	Facilities,	Maintenance	and	Operations	for	the	last	five	years	of	his	28	years	at	UAA,	retired	in	
August.	Chief	Information	Officer	and	Vice	Chancellor	Rich	Whitney	retires	at	the	end	of	September	after	a	dozen	years	at	
UAA.	We	will	conduct	searches	for	both	positions.

Public Square: 
UAA	hosts	the	38th	annual	conference	of	the	International	Association	of	Aquatic	&	Marine	Science	Libraries	and	
Information	Centers.	The	international	organization	is	meeting	for	the	first	time	in	Alaska.	

Development:
An	anonymous	donor	made	a	Celebration	Circle	level	gift	($50,000+)	to	establish	the	Distinctive	Design	as	a	Collaborative	
Player	in	the	Performance	Arts	Endowed	Award.	
Ermalee	Hickel	made	a	pledge	payment	($25,000+)	in	support	of	the	Governor	Walter	Hickel	Papers.
Barbara	Ellen	Clinton	made	a	gift	and	pledge	($25,000+)	to	the	Edward	Rollin	Memorial	Endowment.
Joe	and	Carolyn	Floyd	made	an	Aurora	Circle	level	($10,000	to	$24,999)	gift	to	establish	the	Joe	and	Carolyn	Floyd	Kodiak	
Scholarship	at		Kodiak	College.
F.	Robert	Bell	made	an	Aurora	Circle	level	gift	to	the	F.	Robert	Bell	and	Associates	Engineering	Endowed	Scholarship.
Weidner	Property	Management	made	a	$500,000	pledge	payment	in	support	of	the	Weidner	Chair	of	Business	
Management.
Bartlett	Regional	Hospital	pledged	$150,000	supporting	expansion	of	the	School	of	Nursing.
Providence	Health	System	in	Alaska	made	a	$75,000	pledge	payment	in	support	of	the	UAA	School	of	Nursing.
The	Atwood	Foundation	contributed	$50,000	to	the	Atwood	Chair	of	Journalism	and	$10,000	to	the	Elaine	Atwood	
Scholarship.
Central	Bering	Sea	Fishermen’s	Association	contributed	$50,000	to	ANSEP.
The	Alaska	Repertory	Theatre	donated	$40,574	to	establish	the	Alaska	Repertory	Theatre	Endowed	Award.	
ConocoPhillips	Alaska	contributed	$34,500	to	the	ANSEP	Summer	Bridge	Program.
First	National	Bank	Alaska	contributed	$25,000	to	Small	Business	Development	Center’s	Buy	Alaska	program	and	$5,000	to	
the	Kachemak	Bay	Writers’	Conference.
BP	Exploration	contributed	$15,000	to	the	Last	Frontier	Theatre	Conference.
Doyon	Ltd.	contributed	$10,000	to	Excellence	in	Alaska	Native	Community	Advancement	in	Psychology	(ANCAP).
Pebble	Limited	Partnership	contributed	$23,088	to	support	the	Excellence	in	Geology.
Teck	Alaska	Inc.	made	a	$12,126	pledge	payment	in	support	of	the	Visiting	Professor	of	Public	Policy.
Verizon	Foundation	contributed	$10,000	in	support	of	the	ANSEP	Middle	School	Academy.
Kennecott	Exploration	Company	contributed	$10,000	to	Excellence	in	Geology.
Northrim	Bank	contributed	$5,000	to	the	Alaska	Business	Plan	Competition	General	Support	and	$5,000	to	the	Eagle	River	
Campus	General	Support.

•  S a v e  t h e  D a t e  •
for the 2012 Green & Gold Gala

Saturday, Sept. 29, 2012
Anchorage Marriott Downtown
www.uaa.alaska.edu/alumni/green-and-gold-gala.cfm


